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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1. 312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with William Hunter on Friday, October 14 th 2005. 

Amendment for claim 1 : 
A method comprising: 

examining a call and a file descriptor associated with the call in an application node o 
a system area network, the call corresponding to an application program interface for a first 
transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; 

if the call and the file descriptor are of a first type, translating the call to one or more 
protocol messages recognized by a second node in the system area network, the one or more 
protocol messages being defined by a second transport-layer connection-oriented protocol, 
and communicating the one or more protocol messages to the second node for processing 
according to the first transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; and 

wherein the first type comprises transport, being of a partition of a file descriptor 

range. 



Amendment for claim 5 
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A system area network comprising: 
a first node; and 

an application node including a processor configured for: 

examining a call and a file descriptor associated with the call in an application node oj 
a system area network, the call corresponding to an application program interface for a first 
transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; 

if the call and the file descriptor are of a first type, translating the call to one or more 
protocol messages recognized by a second node in the system area network, the one or more 
protocol messages being defined by a second transport-layer connection-oriented protocol, 
and communicating the one or more protocol messages to the second node for processing 
according to the first transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; and 

wherein the first type comprises transport, being of a partition of a file descriptor 

range. 

Amendment for claim 16 : 
An apparatus comprising: 

a port for connecting the apparatus to a system area network; and 
a processor configured for: 

examining a call and a file descriptor associated with the call in an application node o 
a system area network, the call corresponding to an application program interface for a first 
transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; 
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if the call and the file descriptor are of a first type, translating the call to one or more 
protocol messages recognized by a second node in the system area network, the one or more 
protocol messages being defined by a second transport-layer connection-oriented protocol, 
and communicating the one or more protocol messages to the second node for processing 
according to the first transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; and 

wherein the first type comprises transport, being of a partition of a file descriptor 

range. 

Amendment for claim 20 : 

An article comprising a computer readable medium that stores computer executable 
instructions for causing a computer system to : 

examine a call and a file descriptor associated with the call in an application node of a 
system area network, the call corresponding to an application program interface for a first 
transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; 

if the call and the file descriptor are of a first type, translating the call to one or more 
protocol messages recognized by a second node in the system area network, the one or more 
protocol messages being defined by a second transport-layer connection-oriented protocol, 
and communicating the one or more protocol messages to the second node for processing 
according to the first transport-layer connection-oriented protocol; and 

wherein the first type comprises transport, being of a partition of a file descriptor 

range. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Generally, Applicant's invention is directed towards translating an application 
program interface call to one or more protocol messages recognized by a node in a system 
area network. The translation is only performed if the call and an associated file descriptor 
are of a first type. Applicant has further amended the claims to further clarify what 
Applicant considers a "first type". Specifically, translation of the call is performed only if the 
call and its associated file descriptor are of a transport type, the type being defined as a 
partition within the file descriptor range. 

The prior art references do not disclose this functionality. The closest art, Sitbon, U.S 
Patent No. 5.568.487 & Bach, U.S Patent No. 5.619.650 generally relate to converting calls 
from one protocol to a second protocol of a second network and transmitting the converted 
message to the second network. However, these references are silent as to the functionality 
of comparing the calls and its associated file descriptor before performing the translation. 
Furthermore, the prior art references do not disclose that a first type of file descriptor is a 
transport type, within a file descriptor range. 

Furthermore, nothing in the prior art discloses utilizing API calls and file descriptors 
for the purposes of translation within a transport layer network environment. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is 571.272.3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday [7:00 AM to 5:00 PM]. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571*272.3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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